Three Keys to SoTL
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The three speakers that resonated most with me in the video “Key Characteristics of the
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning” are as follows:

Nancy Chick: Nancy discusses that the design and methodology for answering
questions must come not only from the answers to the questions but also the
researcher’s expertise. This makes sense to me as every instructor brings different
strengths to the table, so as Nancy mentions there is more than one answer to the
question. Good teachers are not cut from cookie cutters; they are unique and bring that
uniqueness to their teaching style.

Sherry Linkon: Sherry asks the question what does student learning look like? | think
the answer to this question depends on the students that you are teaching. Teachers
need to know their audience and approach the material based on that knowledge. For
example, one year | taught a similar course to first year computer studies students
(mainly male and under 20 years old) and first year social service students (mainly
female and the average age was probably over 30). | had to research the interests of
both demographics, and although the content was the same, | had to approach it
differently.

Barbara Gayle: Barbara states that it is important to address your teaching with the
research you have. This is not any different than teaching students through experiential
learning. In class | teach Kolb's experiential learning cycle which can be applied to
researching and implementing new methodology.

Identify the problem - research solutions - apply a solution - reflect upon the results of
that solution — adjust solution based on reflection — begin cycle again.
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You and | seem to think alot alike. |too
believe it is important to solicit

feedback, reflect upon it and revise
accordinglyl
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| agree that that the way we design our
lesson depends on the audience which

is why it is important to research the
demographic to which we are teaching




