Rob Harrison - September 22, 2021
Three characteristics of SoTL that stood out to me include:
1. The importance of reflective practice in identifying questions of inquiry. This is something I have always found to be important in my practice from my first college lesson. When we focus on reflection on the outcome of student learning we are able to identify questions of inquiry that can drive our practice. For example, early in my practice, I struggled getting students engaged in the lesson and spent time researching active learning strategies that would support engagement and more meaningful interaction with the content.
2. Turning research into teaching practice. This resonated with me as I recently completed my Master of Education which gave me the opportunity to dive into research on a number of topics and then apply that learning to my own practice. For example, I spent some time looking how I can embed more critical and creative thinking into my practice.
3. Finally, I thought the idea of always asking a question and looking for an answer was important. This spoke to me as I saw it as a parallel to the technologist module when we are talking about empathizing with our students. The key here is to determine whether I and the students are getting what we need from each other and the course, and if not, how we can rectify that issue.
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Motivations:
1. Increase diversity in voice and perspective in my pedagogy
2. Faculty development opportunities
3. Improved outcomes and assessment scores
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Hi Jennifer - | also connected to this
idea of reflective practice. | teach
reflective writing to my students and
one thing we start with is the idea that
we are already reflecting all the time,
the key to reflective practice is that we
formalize those thoughts to identify
how we can change and improve

outcomes in the future.
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I also thought this was a very
empowering idea. As it related to
reflection, these are often the two
points of focus. A lot of the work | do in
professional development and in my
own research are rooted in these, but it
begins with the intentional reflection on
our experiences and the discussions
with our students where we identify the
challenges and questions.
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I think this is incredibly important. At
times, it can feel like our focus is shift
towards the money in education and
institutions and while the money is
important, teaching and learning is
ultimately why our institutions exist. |
think a more values based approach
that focuses on the importance of
teaching and learning and what is best
for students will result in stronger

outcomes.
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Hi Karen! This is a goal of mine as well.
It is something | have actively
encouraged my students to research
Indigenous perspectives as part of
course assignments but | have not
taken as much intentional time to
incorporate Indigenous content more
directly into my content. This is
something that | am beginning to
change now in doing a survey of
available research and resources that |
can incorporate later this semester and
more broadly in the Winter term. I know
this is an important perspective to share
and | am looking forward to
challenging myself to include it more

intentionally.
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