In my discipline (communications), it’s necessary for students to be able to look at the broader context, and to see how various seemingly independent factors interact with each other and combine to create a different outcome. To look at the cumulative impact, students need to have an understanding of how each of the individual factors can create various impacts on their own. This can then be scaffolded to examine how various combinations of factors produce unique and new outcomes above and beyond a simple adding together of two factors. For instance, it isn’t necessarily an A + B = C formula, but can be an A + B = Y. Students must also examine how not every instance of A + B will create a C or a Y outcome, and that outcomes can vary depending on other unknown factors at play. This involves students needing to suspend their own world views sometimes, and rely on skills of empathy to imagine the worldview of others. 
