Teacher for Learning- Extend Activity #1- Misunderstood

Misunderstood Concept: What is the difference between history and historiography?

Part of the teaching of history is the learning of the historian’s craft – how to research, how to write, how to present, but also how has history been written? In some ways it’s the process of understanding the history of history.  The historiography of a topic covers how historians have studied that topic by examining their sources, techniques and theoretical approaches.  The historiography also approaches how history was written, by whom, and if it was accepted by scholarship.  

Analogy: History is the taste of the meal, but historiography is the recipe, the kitchen and the chef.  
	
The history: a prepared plate with a combination of ingredients, handed to the customer, who then explores the taste on their own.  The history is presented as fact for the reader to learn and debate from on their own.  It is comprised of primary and secondary literature.  
 
The historiography: the chef working in a kitchen, using tools, following a recipe. Other chef’s may be present. Where was the chef trained? Why did the chef make the dish? This represents the sources avaliable, techniques used and theoretical approaches (training of the chef or historian).  The historiography also approaches how history was written, by whom, and if it was accepted by scholarship.  

