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3 key characteristics of SoTL that | identified with in my own teaching:

o Grounded in context - building on what is known. My student demographic has largely been
international students so it has been vital for me to ensure the content is taught with this
context in mind.

o Conducted in partnership with students - as they are the SMEs in their own cultural contexts, +
involving them, and finding out from them what is relevant or not to their own lived experience
has been immensely valuable for me.

®  Going public - not necessarily through mediums such as publication, but through capturing the
content evolution in the course materials, and sharing with other faculty.
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e Randy Bass — systematic inquiry. Too often, | am somewhat haphazard in terms
of how | teach (this worked, so I'll keep doing it; this didn’t work, so I'll never try
that again). The problem with this is that I'm not really clear as to what “this
worked” actually means, and | have no way of knowing why or how ‘it worked.” |

| wouldn’t approach my research like this, so I'm not sure why | approach teaching
this way.

e Joanna Renc-Roe: moving beyond “reflective practice” to “student learning.” |
know my students are entertained and enjoy my classes, but I'm not always sure

o they are learning. :) | think having more clear ways to measure that would be
highly beneficial.

e Nancy Chick: “working out a methodology.” | really appreciated her comments on
“amateur work” in SoTL, as | do believe this is a serious problem. I've often found
pedagogical training very frustrating, as it seems to lack rigor. If | do venture
more into this field myself, | don’t want to produce amateurish work, but | can
absolutely see how that could happen if | draw primarily on my experiences as a
teacher, and not on my expertise.

Motivations:

e Honestly, at this point in my career, one of my motivations is boredom. | have
been doing the same thing in the same way for the past 16 years, and | don't
want to be stuck in a rut. For me, SoTL is about shaking up assumptions | have

) made about good teaching practices to freshen up my approach to teaching.
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This resonates with me as well! | think lack of resources,

including our own can make this a default for so many of us.

I have seen an improved focus on training from my own
institution, which has helped for me, in really just providing
an opportunity to reflect more holistically. But there is never
enough time ).
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