The Extend Activity Bank 
by David Schenk March 6 2023
Using the SECTIONS Model to Evaluate a Tool
To do:
1. Map your chosen technology to the SECTIONS model through the “Map your technology to the SECTIONS model” exercise below. Enter your answers directly into the blank spaces.
2. Click the right pointing arrow beside 1/9 to advance to the next step of the SECTIONS process. Once you advance past the first step you will get a left arrow you can use to go back to another step if you need to review your answers.
3. Once you have completed all of the steps, choose the “Export Text” button to save your work as a Microsoft Word file.
4. In your response to this activity, upload your exported text from the SECTIONS Model tool or provide a shareable link to your work’s location.
5. After you make your submission, save the web address to your response (found in the green confirmation box) so you can use it later for your badge submission form.

https://h5p.org/node/100161
Enter your "Students" response:
>> I have selected the technology tool Zoom meetings.

Do students have access to the chosen technology? 
>> Yes, Conestoga college provides training and support for zoom. Since I teach Team Dynamics to a graduate class (~95% have Bachelor of Engineering), all are familiar with zoom. Most have used zoom in their undergrad classes, and all used for 1st year classes at Conestoga. Conestoga also provide assess and training... 
(https://www.conestogac.on.ca/program-technology-requirements/program-device-requirements/requirements?specs=good-rl)

Conestoga College: Remote learning recommendations
To effectively participate in this program, students are required to have a device, either a laptop or desktop, that meets the below minimum specified requirements, and reliable Internet access.
During the first week of the program, students will be instructed on how to access Conestoga’s learning platform, eConestoga, and may be instructed on how to download certain software products. Additional information may be provided about accessing other products or applications through the college server.



How will students be supported by the institution in their use of the technology? 
>> Yes
(https://www.conestogac.on.ca/program-technology-requirements/program-device-requirements/requirements?specs=good-rl)


Will students have access to this technology whether they are at school, home or work?
>>Yes


What digital skills would students need to have to use the technology? 
>> If students are expected to purchase the technology, are you able to provide a teaching experience that justifies this expense? >> Yes, 100% of my online classes use zoom.

The most important aspect is zoom meetings can be arranged at a convenient time for all. This will help address ‘time management’ issues. Some students work during my class and team work is required. So zoom provides them flexibility to ‘meet’ at convenient times 

Positive aspects of zoom:
-You Can Use Zoom For Free
-Meetings can be arranged at times that all can attend (after class at more convenient times which addresses scheduling conflicts causing students to miss class and team work)
-Easy to Use
-Annotate on screen share (can update a power point project while all can contribute online)
-Easy for participants to join: no password required
-Recording and transcripts
-Streamlined calendaring.
-Gallery / video view is more conducive for engagement 

Enter your "Ease of Use" response
How intuitively easy to use is the technology? 
>> Much easier than other online teaching 'video' platforms. Most professors use zoom.

How reliable and how easy it is to maintain? 
>> Very good, I have yet to have a 'reliability' issue. I have taught 12 class x 14 weeks.

Is the provider of the technology stable? 
>> Yes

What contingency plans would you need to consider to ensure any digital teaching materials you create are not lost if the provider ceases to exist? Is there any technical support available? 
>> We also use D2L-Brightspace that has all our course material online. Conestoga provides cloud and backup for recorded zooms. I can also save and store on my files. 

Enter your "Cost" response
Will use of the technology (or creation of media) take time to develop? >> Zoom is free

Can you do it quicky and easily?
>> yes

Does your institution have any funding available for innovative use of technologies in teaching? 
>> Yes they provide a tech desk that is open to ideas and research

Can you get any instructional design or digital media professional support from your institution? 
>> Yes. I have completed many workshops and classes.(https://lib.conestogac.on.ca/for-faculty/instructional-supports)

What Open Educational Resources (OER) could be used to support your teaching and use of technology?
>> Conestoga provides many resources: Conestoga Faculty: Looking to get started creating OER? Get Conestoga-specific support on the OER Hub 
https://lib.conestogac.on.ca/oer-toolkit

Your Teaching and Pedagogical Considerations response:
Does the use of this technology support the desired learning outcomes? >> Yes

What unique pedagogical characteristics does this technology represent for your teaching and learning in terms of content presentation and skill development 
>> Zoom allows for team break out rooms for teams (I use ~4 times a class). A team leader downloads and shares a power point slide that they all contribute to during an activity. Each team then presents and speaks while paging through the power point (on zoom). Since they create and present 14 x 4 per course, this allows excellent development in 'presentation skills'. 

Your "Interaction" response:
Does the technology facilitate any interactions that might be useful in terms of the skills you are trying to develop?
>> Yes. Zoom allows for 'team member' interactions and discussions. Since I teach Team Dynamics, this fits well. 

Does the technology effectively support a good balance of instructor interaction time and student comprehension/skills development? 
>> Yes. I am able to drop in the breakout rooms on zoom and check in for Q&A. I can also see who is speaking from the lobby. I can set the breakout room times accordingly so I have flexibility and control to balance instructor interaction. 

Your "Organisational Issues" response:
What help does your institution provide in choosing and using technology for teaching? 
>> Conestoga provides many workshops and courses. I have complete 27 so far and the greatly help. 

Is it valuable, accessible and current? 
>> Yes

Would your institution provide release time for a term and/or other resource support to help you in your technology-enabled design plans? >> Yes. We have tech support for course design. I developed a new course and was pleased with Conestoga's tech and library support.

To what extent will you have to follow ‘standard’ technologies, practices and procedures, such as using a learning management system, or lecture capture system, or will you be encouraged and supported to try something new? 
>> Conestoga has strict and clear guidelines when creating / using tech features. I check with the library to ensure the tech meets protocols. We are encourages to try new tech (after approval from the proper departments) 

Your "Networking" response:
How important is it to enable learners to network with others beyond the course? 
>> Networking is important beyond the course. Especially for my class that is graduating and entering the workforce. I have educated them on the importance of networking to help their career and learning. 

Does the technology support this?
>> Yes zoom allows for them to attend other virtual events. I have sent them a few 'virtual zoom' employment events to attend and network with employers. 

If this is important, does the technology support appropriate social media sharing and collaboration?
>> Yes, zoom is well suited for these types of networking events. 

Your Security and Privacy response:
What student information are you obliged to keep private and secure? 
>> I must keep their student number and phone number private. 

What are your institution’s policies on this?
>> Yes, the policies are clear. 

What is the risk that by using a particular technology my institution’s policies concerning privacy could easily be breached?
>> No risk since zoom is not attached to the College resources. If students wish to share personal info on zoom (chat) they are allowed. This helps them connect with one another to set future 'team zooms'.

Who in my institution could advise you on this?
>> PROTECTION OF PRIVACY POLICY (
https://www-assets.conestogac.on.ca/documents/www/about/policies/information-governance/protection-of-privacy-policy.pdf)

Are there any areas of teaching and learning that you need to make available only to students registered in you course? Which technologies will best allow you to do this?
>> Direct email through the Conestoga online portal will ensure the message is received by the registered student email. 
