
Evaluating SourcesCriteria Questions to consider

C   urrency
• How current is it? How current should it be?
• Information up to date? 
• Links working? Info regularly updated?

Relevance
• Appropriate level? Intended audience?
• Meets assignment specifications/info need?
• Helps to answer research question?

Authority &

Accuracy
• Author qualified to write on the topic?
• References? Type of source? Reputation? 
• Info can be verified? Peer reviewed?

Purpose &

Point of view

• Fact? Fiction? Opinion? Other?
• Author’s purpose?
• Visible bias: political, cultural, personal or other?

Attribution: This version of the “CRAP test” was originally adapted by Jen Booth from “CRAAP test” by Meriam Library, California State University, Chico, used under CC BY.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Evaluating the results you find in your research is a key part of the research process. In some cases, evaluation may be simply assessing that an article is not relevant to the topic you’re working on. We tend to do this very quickly as we’re scanning through a list of results. The framework provided here will help you to assess resources that you find, particularly on the web, to determine if they should be included in your research. The first element is Currency. How can we tell if something we find on the web is current?  Some questions to ask yourself: is it current enough? How current does it need to be to be valid for this particular topic? Is the website up to date? Are all of the links working?  Always refer back to the particular assignment, as some professors may ask you to find sources within a particular date range.  The next element is Relevance. Ask yourself: is this based at an appropriate level? Who is the intended audience? Does it meet the assignment specifications or the info need? Does it help to answer your research question? The next element is Authority & Accuracy. How can we tell if a web source is authoritative? How would you know?  Ask yourself: are there credentials for this author? What is the reputation of the publisher? What can I tell from the contact information? Is this based on research? (how would I tell?), are there references?  What type of source is this? Can the information be verified? Is it peer reviewed?  The last element in this framework is Purpose or Point of View. Ask yourself: What is the purpose of this document?  Is it fact, fiction, opinion or other? What is the author’s purpose? Is there visible bias? Bias could be political, cultural, personal or other.   Once you have thought about each question (you may choose to make notes of things that occur to you during this process), consider the whole CRAP assessment overall. Does this seem like a credible source? You should be able to easily explain why if your CRAP assessment demonstrates it. If not, you may want to consider another source or check with the Library research help staff for assistance!
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RELEVANCE
Appropriate level? Intended
audience? Meets assignment
specifications? Helps to answer
research question?

The CRAP Test
Assessment

CURRENCY
How current is it/does it need to be?
Information regularly to date? Links
working? Info regularly updated?
Does info change frequently or stay
consistent over time?

C
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AUTHORITY/ACCURACY
Author qualified to write on the
topic? References? Type of
source? Reputation? Info can be
verified? Peer reviewed?

OVERALL
ASSESSMENT?

PURPOSE/POV
Fact? Fiction? Opinion? Other?
Author’s purpose? Visible bias:
political, cultural, personal or
other? Specific POV?
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This version of the “CRAP test” was originally adapted by Jen Booth from “CRAAP test” by Meriam Library, 
California State University, Chico, used under CC BY.
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