Technologist Module: SECTIONS Activity

Technology Explored: https://tophat.com/


https://h5p.org/node/100161


Enter your "Students" response: 
Students would have access but it requires a subscription on a per term basis but they offer an institutional license that would allow all faculty and students access (obviously with a significant cost).  The app is available on PC, Mac, and Mobile so they could take quizzes on the go and it would provide me real time data.



Enter your "Ease of Use" response 
The platform allows instructors to use digital textbooks and course materials, which can be more cost-effective and accessible for students compared to traditional printed textbooks.  The app is fairly straightforward and is easy to use (based on my limited demo), students unfamiliar with cellphones would have a slight learning curve.  In the case of an institutional license we would have access to 24/7 support from the vendor. If I were to use it on my own, it would strictly be 9 to 5 support.



Enter your "Cost" response 
The software is available from the moment of subscription. Obviously depending on the course material some customization would be required.  I would need to create a business case to demonstrate the effectiveness of the software and conduct a cost/benefit analysis before my institution would be willing to move forward.  OERs could be sourced as textbook based material for any course hosted within the platform. 



Your Teaching and Pedagogical Considerations response: 
The technology is actually fantastic in terms of supporting learning outcomes.  It supports active learning, provides real-time feedback to staff and students alike, has interactive content delivery to jazz up mundane reading assignments, provides engagement and motivation for participation, and provides a communication and collaboration environment in and outside the classroom (discussions can continue with in the app)



Your "Interaction" response: 
The technology would provide a strong basis for the beginning of the program(s) I'm teaching in.  It promotes student to student interaction through the app allowing for a more inclusive learning environment.  It provides students with real-time feedback and would help them focus attention on material that they may be lacking in.  



Your "Organisational Issues" response: 
As mentioned under the cost portion, a significant investment in the project management side would be required to usher a widespread adoption for my institution, I see no reason why it wouldn't be approved on a smaller scale as a test pilot program (a handful of technology classes)



Your "Networking" response: 
The app itself contains built in discussion boards for your individual classes, and since the app is available on mobile, this could possibly encourage younger learners to stay on top of assignments since they've already made their mobile a staple of every day life.  Encouraging learners to network with peers and professionals outside the course helps them establish valuable connections. These connections can be instrumental for career opportunities, industry insights, and ongoing learning.



Your Security and Privacy response: 
The technology in question would require some high level administrator work to enroll and provide students access to specific courses that instructors are providing.  The data retention policy would need to be reviewed periodically to ensure that the technology was adhering to the institutions data and privacy policies for both learners and faculty.
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