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How have the films of Michael Powell and
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Emeric Pressburger influenced contemporary cinema?

Not etandard Hollywood fare.
Met making Wil/2 “propagam/a"ﬁ‘/mg.
Made comething more — Explored themee and

ctoriec on the edges of popular movies.

—

Matthew Bourne — Theatre Director,

- PSP were at odds with main film industry

- mix of WW2 propaganda § fantasy

- went out of style - rediscovered in the e0’s. Martin Scorsese fan
- influence pop culture: shots from “The Sbmpsons, “Captain
Awmeriea” / tmages on Phil Collins album, postage stawps / Set
design — The Barbie Movie

- mages, colowr apd sets influence - Baz Luhrman - Moulin

—

Choreographer — influenced by movies —
Wl’kl’fec{/a

Themes of Love and Dbgeccion

Add “decire” to lict. (ove forme the core to many
of their filme. Not all though.

Not all obeeccion cexual: C’o/peper obcecced with
keeping the local girls true to their boyfriends. A
Canterbury Tale

Costume decign-wice PE&P Filme have great
uniforme due WW?2 related themee

Crogcing Bordere
Croscing Threcholde - perhaps a better
deccription as characters enter a new

reality/world view

The World Mavel / Axic Mundi:

Corryvrekan — I Know Where Iim Going;

The Stairway/Heaven — A Matter of Life and
Death; The Ballet Performance — The Red Shoec

Main charactere enter — come out changed

> Whirlpool

Travele to the Other World

David Niven falls in love, becomee trapped
between heaven and Earth

Wendy Hiller goec to Stotland to get married,
falle in love ingtead.

(

Rouge, Great c,atsbgmattmw Bowrne (Who?)
-Set design - opulent - enhances performance § character

- Visuals of PEP reflect thewe of Love and obsession
NB: sp far the video has focussed on The Red Shoes
- Baz L and Matthew B's protagonists often suffer the sawe fate
as Vicky from The Red Shoes, Le dead.
- Love, Obsession, Art - all form Life, or ave a part of Life
- Set design reflect the dark undercurvent of obsession - Love gone
wrong.
- Ditto for costume design of “muscle” armor of Dracula - 19922

- PSP characters take a pilgrimage
~“wakes character from class, religious § military chains”

NE: this Ls 4 strange idea 4s PSP were very good at
character. The rest is just setting
- Seen in Legend of Zelda: Breath of the World and tn Coraline
- The otherworld in Coraline Ls a theatrical version of the real one
like in Tales of Hoffman

NB: The hero’s journey ~ Joseph Canmpbell - Ls a common
Strueture in fllm. I1t’s how you reach the “belly of the whale” - the
polnt where the herp / their pereeption bs (permanently) changed.
- Also Kate Bush - album “The Red Shoes” and song Sensual
wWorld

NB: Kate Bush very bntp movies. Song Hammer Horror
Video fpr Hounds of Love influenced by Hiteheock’s 39 Steps and
ineludes sound bit from Night of the Demon.

- Crossing Borolers — defines charactey.

%
//#‘ammer Moviee — known for vicual ctyle and bold coloure é

Py

-
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P&P didn't want to do Pimpernel, and neither did]

David Niven — they were contractually obliged!

Cosmaopolitan Stage

I che i¢ only doing a curface reading thic. P&P
explored themee of the commonality of people
acrocs culturee and time. Culture, place and time

have meaning.

Alco not cure what ‘fictional activiem” meang.

Corresponding vicual is not P&P — looks modern

Vicual: Black Narciccue —decire and obeeccion.
Nune cet up chop in the former palace of the

concubineg.

Very nice montage of two-chots of romantic
leade from their filme.
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- Set design revenls and influences character

- Coraline — when her velationship with the Other Mother breaks
apart - the other worldl breales apart

- in PEP Elusive Plmpernel - whew Chawvelin is defeated we cut to
hime Looking over the sen as the tide Literally changes

- KB's Sensual World Ls Like Black Narcissus - the scenery
change explores/reveals sensuality and female desire

- Red Shoes, and Tales of Hoffman - very theatrical. Similarly
with scenes from Life and Death of Col. BLimp § A Canterbury
Tale -playing the organ in the cathedral.

- Paddington 2 - dance nuumber in prison, and RYye Lane - bad
break-up recalled in the form of a play.

- Many of theilr films had character of different nationalities and
cultures.

- An influence of Pressburger - vefugee from Nazis

- Sywmpathetic Germans; during Ww2!

- Padding 2 - for example reflects modern, cosmopolitan Britain
- Padding - native of Peru - Ls Like the exiled Pressburger (?)

- nfluence of PEP far-reaching
- Popular because they are a “veflection of how far tdentity has
changed tn modern times” 221

- Thelr visuals were ahead of thelr time
- Not always appreciated by audiences.
- Sympathetic portrayal of Germans during Ww2!
- Psgjcl/lotogicm thriller - evotic anol sexunl freedow.

- Audilences sometimes ambivalent - had wot seen Liberal unions
of post-war Europe or the sexual revolution

- What would wodern cinema Look Like without them?
- Because of them - it s a more colowrful and welcoming place.

s MAR

The fortuitous partnership of Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger produced some of the most visually

arresting and thematically mature films of the 1940’s. Thelr complementary skills allowed them to produce
films where every shot, line of dialogue, and mis-en-scene contributed to the story. Like many filmmakers,
they were forgotten but were discovered in the €0's § 70's. Thelr work, whether we ave aware of it or not, still

exerts an influence tn films today.



