3 Motivating Factors to pursue SoTL Research
[image: A white page with black text

Description automatically generated]
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]
image1.png
pondered. Having an insight into this scholarship process allows for continual
improvement about whether we s instructors are able to successfully engage with our
learers.

Some of the motivations for using SoTL concepts are focused on:

- Improving retention and use of learning material by students;

- Anincrease in student engagement

- Fostering a more collaborative environment within the classroom by getting input
from students on their perspectives

Angela Rozema, September 11, 2024

1. The Scientific Method - Making a hypothesis about what will work, trying it out, assessing its
applicability/success, re-examining and reformulating  new hypothesis.

2. Focus on leaming - how do you assess whether or not a student has leamed what you have
taught? This key helps to guide my SoTL work

3. Systematic teaching - following a process and determining what might make the students’ leaming
better

My 3 Main Motivators to Pursue SoTL Research:

1. Useful data for assessments, program reviews, retention strategies, and acereditation processes
2. Renewed excitement about teaching and learning and greater self-awareness
3. Stronger institutional values on teaching and learning
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evidence of student learning outcomes.

My professional practice emphasizes a focus on student learning as the central aspect of SoTL inquiry
This aligns with my core belicf that teaching should be student-centered. By prioritizing student learning
outcomes, I tailor my teaching approaches to better meet the needs of my students

In my teaching practice, I utilize evidence gathered from inquiry to redesign teaching practices. This
approach resonates with me as it underscores the importance of being responsive to the needs and
experiences of my students. By adapting teaching methods based on evidence of student leaming, I
enhance the effectiveness of my instructional approaches and create more engaging and inclusive learning
environments.

Secking to learn and inquire by asking and re-asking questions with a deliberate focus on teaching and
learning.

Embodying the love for teaching and lifelong learning
Knowing through forming habits of asking questions, drawing conclusions, and gathering evidence,
Inspired by the desire to prioritize student learning outcomes and care for students.

Driven by the goal of contributing to the broader conversation on teaching and learning, fostering
continuous improvement in teaching practices.

Afshan Jabeen

April 19/2024

3 Key Characteristics of SoTL
Inquiry

o Is avery important characteristic of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL). It
involves asking questions about the teaching and learning process and then attempting to
find the anaeweres 10 olir atcaetione Eor oxamnle wha warkina for our etiidente what
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Angela Rozema
317PM Today

1 appreciate Ani's self-reflective
answers to what motivates! | also
greatly appreciate that habits can
be helpful when the encourage us
to stay continually reflective.
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and direct your evidence gathering

2. Devise methods for answering the question through the gathering of evidence
> What's important for me here is that this is approached with an ethical consideration for
how the evidence is gathered. Educators are in a position of power over their students and
this must be handled with care. One interviewee in the video mentioned the possibility of
interviewing students to gather evidence. This needs to be approached in such a way that
students have an opportunity to opt out and in doing so will in no way be penalized for lack
of participation.

3. Allow the results of your inquiry to impact your pedagogy
> Here's the crucial step... that the educator allows their conclusions to impact their practice
Without this application of new knowledge, the inuiry s simply academic in nature and
carries less value. The real value in this exercise should result from the humbleness of the
educator in that they should be able to recognize weakness in their practice and identify
areas for improvement.

3 Key Motivations
1. Increased reflection on teaching and leaming among colleagues.
= l'agree completely with Dr. Gary Poole in the “Why Care’ video when he discusses his love
for the conversations with fellow educators about the progress of teaching and learning
These are valuable conversations that are at the heart of meaningful collaboration and the
source of creative thinking

2. Opportunity for outside funding to support program innovation.
= The results of SoTL, if made public, open the door for support from the community. There
is often a cost associated with innovation and support doesn't (or can't) always come from
within. By sharing findings and generating interest outside of one’s own institution,
resources could be made available that would benefit the individual's practice.

3. Renewed excitement about teaching and leaming, and greater self-awareness.
I just want to be a better teacher. The real benefit of this personal inquiry is a better
understanding of my own approach. It's an exploration of my own strengths and
weaknesses and a recognition that | can improve. At the end of the day, the one who
benefits most from this exercise is the one performing it

Kim Wilmink
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Julie White
Jul 11,2021

This is a great point, Christopher.
The big question in the back of my
head is does the ethic office need
to be involved? | see this as a QI
project on one hand ..

Angela Rozema
319PM Today.

I echo Christopher's interest in
renewed excitement and greater
self-awareness. | can appreciate
their interest in networking and
outside funding as motivating.





